WE HAVE ANOTHER FIRST DEGREE SATURDAY JULY 19TH AT 1 P.M.

There is finally time to sit and
breathe. | think June has been
the busiest month | have ever
seen! There were a lot of events
and then the prepping for the visit
from Grand Lodge. A lot of
people put so much effort into
getting things in order and set up
for the visit. This lodge is blessed
with some really wonderful, hardworking people! The events
for the visit went well and would not have been possible
without these people and others such as the District Inspector
and Oroville's WM who helped with many of the other things
that need to be taken care of when putting together these
types of events... Thank you! You are wonderful! It was a real

learning experience!

There was a 1st degree Friday evening for Matthew Cepeda
grandson of Elmo Kilgore Past Master from 1959. A wonderful
young man! His family made the trip up to Forbestown and
how special it was for Elmo to attend his grandson’s initiation!
For this event it was exciting to hear, after many years, the
old organ brought to life by the Grand Organist. A nice

surprise for those who have not heard it played. On Saturday
it was played once again during the ceremony for the Golden
Veteran Awards for two of our brethren... Ralph Prater PM
and Joe Wheeler.

The events continued outside with a re-dedication of the
building by Most Worshipful John L. Cooper lll. We enjoyed
the Grand Orator’s history presentation of the Lodge. Most
Worshipful was presented, by Dan Norton PM, with a gavel
from the Lodge. The gavel was made by Dan.




A big THANK YOU to the Yuba Feather Museum for
this special Masonic display!

After the events of the morning we moved on to the picnic grounds and
a delicious BBQ. This gave us time to visit and relax before the final
event of the day, a visit to the local museum. Adam Kendall of the
Henry Coil Museum got up and spoke to us and alluded to an article of
historical significance in the Masonic display at the Yuba Feather
Museum in Forbestown. The article, as far as they know, is the only
one of its kind to exist in California.... Many of us wandered over to the
Museum for this special exhibit.

The 1860's Gold Collar, donated to the museum by the Persons family,
belonged to Horace T. Persons an affiliate member of Forbestown
Lodge No. 50. The collar is from the Rite of Memphis. Ahhh... you
have never heard of the Rite of Memphis? Neither had we... To quote
Adam Kendall, “These ntes (Memphis, Misraim, Memphis-Misraim) all
share a commonality with the heritage of Egyptian Masconry (aka The
Egyplian Rite) as propagated by Cagliostro. These (and other smaller
rites either legal or spurious) are not completely understood within the
United States, and are thus rare and much maligned....... the Rite of
Memphis was nol considered spurious in the US, but the fight by the
Supreme Council of the Scotlish Rite was certainly gearing up. Likely,
the Rite of Memphis. like the Scottish Rite. was only conferring its high
degrees beyond the Master Mason degree, thus allowing our fniend
here to join Forbestown and remain a regular Mason. Many high
degree systems have versions of the first three Craft (Blue) Masonic
Degrees, but do not legally work them—preferring instead (o allow the
ruling grand lodge to administer those versions, or their own traditional
degrees.”

Those of you who have not been to the museum who would like to see
the display need to go soon. The museum is open Saturday and
Sundays noon to four p.m. through August 30th, which is CLOSING
DAY.... after which the display will be changed for the 2015 season.
There are other items in this display on loan from area lodges or
donated to the museum such as was the coat and hat (pictured) from
Marysville No. 7.

The Museum and Gold Trader Flat (the museums village) have a
special day, August 2nd, known as "Forbestown Daze" and on that day
there will be food, entertainment and outlaws, etc.. They will be open
THAT DAY ONLY from 8 a.m. — 4p.m.

The Museum is located at 19096 New York Flat Road. Forbestown.
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- EVENTS -

No Officers Association - dark
No OES - dark

JULY 19th
Forbestown is having a 1st degree at 1 p.m.

Amapola Chapter is still working on the Veteran's Wreath project in the basement of Oroville Masonic Temple from

cool place to be!

AUGUST
2nd
Forbestown has potiuck at 6:30 - Stated follows at 7:30 as usual!

5th
Oriand Laurel #245 7 p.m.

Oroville #103 7 p.m

12th

Chico-Leland Stanford #111 7:30 p.m.

14th
North Butte #2307 p.m
Chico Shnne Club - Wrecking Crew 6 p.m

20th
Butte Commandry #5 7:30 p.m.

1-3p.m. a



History Corner

Who is Robert Eccleston? Pioneer? Famous indian fighter? Discoverer?
Business owner? Mason? Member of Forbestown Lodge No. 507 Yes!

If you do a bit of research you will discover that this gentleman has an
interesting history. According to one newspaper article he was born
March 4, 1830 in New York City and joined the earliest pioneers in
traveling across the continent. In the spring of 1851 he served with a
small group of Indian fighters known as the Mariposa Battalion with Major
James D. Savage under the command of Captain Kirkpatrick. While
chasing Indians, they stumbled upon the Yosemite Valley.

He married September 17, 1857 according to a news article in Colusi
County (probably Colusa) at Oak Hollow to Miss Josephine Young. He
had settied in Sutter, Butte and Placer counties to do mining. Then settled
in Forbestown to raise cattle and owned a Meat Market in Forbestown
where, according to another article, "on the first of August 1861, eighteen
months after the first conflagration, the fiery brands were again thrown
broadcast o'er the peaceful hamlet, and destruction more dire than ever
stalked through the streets.... Eccleston and Brother's Meat Market suffered a like fate, to the tune of $6.000....." the whole town
suffered including other Lodge members and the Lodge itself to the tune of $400. He was a charter member of Forbestown
Lodge. The Ecclestons buried a son in Forbestown. | have not found listed, except once, the death and burial in the Forbestown
Masonic cemetery of their little 5 year old son also named Robert. His headstone stands as testament to their loss.

One article states that he made three trips across the plains and in 1867 went to New York and on the return west settled in
Arizona, Tombstone to be exact, of which it says he was one of the builders of said town. So, | have to point out here that | don't
think he did all this traveling around alone! Since he and his wife were able to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary and they
had at least four sons that lived to adulthood, and according to one obit, two daughters, | would guess that Josephine Young-
Eccleston was quite the hardy woman and traveler too! After 15 years in Tombstone they picked up once again and moved to
Oregon where they lived until 1900 when they moved to Oakland, California.

Mr Eccleston kept many illustrated diaries which are now in the Bancroft Library.



